
36TH ANNUAL HUNGER STRIKE COMMEMORATION 

Organised by the independent Bundoran / Ballyshannon 1981 H-Block 

Commemoration Committee 

 

On August 26th 2017, Republicans gathered from around Ireland to commemorate the 22 

Hunger Strike Martyrs.  The event was chaired by Mary Ward, Donegal.  A full report will be 

issued in the September issue of SAOIRSE: The Voice of the Republican Movement.  Orations 

were delivered by Pádraig Garvey, Seán Ó Dubhláin & Comhairleoir Tomás Ó Curraoin, who 

presented recently released Republican POW Gabriel Mackle with a plaque welcoming him 

home.  The event was attended by representatives of Cumann na mBan.  A national Colour 

Party of Sinn Féin Poblachtach.  A Slua of Na Fianna Éireann.  Family & Relatives of the Hunger 

Strikers.  The John Brady RFB, from Strabane.  Glens of Antrim Piper. 

“PRINCIPLES ARE POWERFUL THINGS. THEY KEEP YOU ON THE TRUE PATH. 

WHEN DISCARDED YOU ARE DIRECTIONLESS.” 

Oration delivered by Pádraig Garvey, RSF Ciarraí 

“Here today we remember all those who died and who took part in the 1981 H-Block hunger 

strike. Hunger strike is an ancient form of protest in Ireland. In more recent times it has been 

used by the suffragettes in their struggle to gain votes for women as well as by Irish 

Republicans in the struggle for political status and the freedom of our country. 



“It is the most dramatic form of protest, the last resort; it shows huge courage and 

commitment. It destroys the oppressor’s narrative of criminality and selfish motives on the 

part of the jailed which the oppressor used to justify their methods. 

“We see the elements that drove the 1981 hunger strike. British injustice in Ireland; Britain’s 

attempts to portray freedom fighters as criminals and the resistance of the Irish people to 

this. The resistance, I feel, we can learn from. 

“The first point is the commitment of the prisoners. These were the people at the sharp edge 

of the British oppression and without their determination nothing could have happened. 

“Next is popular public support. Most Irish people knew in their hearts that the protest was 

right. A well-organised, committed movement to drive the protest on the outside. 

“Adherence to long-standing Republican principles gave the protest an inner strength. The 

basic beliefs that ‘England had no right in Ireland, never had a right in Ireland and never will 

have a right in Ireland’. 

“The belief that through the All-Ireland Republic the Irish people had the best means of living 

in peace, fairness and prosperity together. If we look back at history we see those basic 

elements of the H-Block protests were there that brought success to the Republican 

Movement. 

“Between the 1916 Rising and the Tan War it was welcome home rallies for freed prisoners, 

protests against conscription, the hunger strike of Thomas Ashe, and the running of 

abstentionist candidates in by-elections that built on the support gained from the Rising up 

to the general election of 1918 and the establishment of the First Dáil Éireann in January 1919. 

The establishment of the All-Ireland Republic smashed any notion of legitimate British rule in 

Ireland. 

“It was from this broad support that the IRA were able to wage a successful campaign. It took 

threats, treachery, betrayal and the dropping of principle by some to over throw what had 

been achieved. 

“Again, in the late 1940s and early 1950s it was the commitment that drove the revival of the 

Movement from a very low ebb. They raided for arms and ran in council elections and as 

abstentionist candidates in Leinster House and Westminster elections. This built a nationwide 

support base for later campaigns. Although the Border Campaign was not successful it did 

create the core which led to the Provisional campaign from 1969 on. It was with that ousting 

of that leadership that abstentionism was dropped in 1986 and the road to Stormont taken. 

“The need to build popular support based on Republican principles is as important today as 

ever. Often the talk of popular support ism used with talk of dropping principles or joining 

with other groups. The principles we hold underpin the Irish Republic. We cannot see the Irish 

Republic as the legitimate government authority in Ireland and also give some support to 

other institutions who would claim authority in Ireland. 

“Abstentionism from Stormont, Leinster House and Westminster is not just some old hard-

line, dead-end principle but is necessary if we are to call ourselves Republican. Abstentionism 

must not be used as an excuse not to engage with public debate. We can run in council 



elections in the Free State and take seats and use these, along with pickets, protests to put 

Éire Nua, SAOL NUA and the wider Republican position to the people. Terence MacSwiney 

was Lord Mayor of Cork and elected to the First Dáil and Bobby Sands and Kieran Doherty 

were also elected TDs. 

“When we look back on 1981 we remember those who gave their lives and those who were 

prepared to give their lives for a principle. Principles are powerful things. They keep you on 

the true path. When discarded you are directionless. By holding true to our principles, the 

principles of the 22 martyr hunger strikers; by openly and proudly promoting them, a free, 

united and socialist Ireland is guaranteed.” 

“THE LEGACY OF THE BRAVE MEN OF THE I.R.A. & I.N.L.A. WHO GAVE ALL FOR 

IRELAND IS WHAT KEEPS OUR NATION ALIVE.” 

Oration delivered by Seán Ó Dubhláin, RSF Iarmhí 

A chairde, 

I wish to thank the organisers of the commemoration for asking me to speak here today.  It is a 

privilege and honour. 

To begin I want to welcome home our comrade Gabriel Mackle who was released from Maghaberry 

Gaol earlier this month.  He has finally been reunited with his family after a horrendous ordeal for 

them all.  The courage, the steadfast discipline and loyalty showed as a CABHAIR POW was an example 

of every fine quality one would expect from a comrade in struggle.  For that Gabriel, we salute you! 

The shameful manner in which our comrade was treated at the hands of fellow POWs is a symptom 

of a wider problem currently facing the Republican Movement. 

There are those today involved in the Republican struggle who do not have Republican ideals at heart.  

They are lining their pockets with the money of drug dealers and other criminals while maintaining a 

facade of respectability.  Some involved in leadership positions of certain groups pushing this agenda 

were all too happy to decommission arms in 2005.  These overnight revolutionaries are doing untold 

damage to the integrity of our cause, they have been responsible even for the deaths of their own 

comrades at the hands of sinister elements.  It is a slippery slope which will not end well. 

Genuine Republicans committed to a Revolution in Ireland, to the realisation of Irish freedom, 

sovereignty and the crushing of imperialism call on these pseudo Republicans, who thrive when the 

prison landings are full to desist.  We call on the youth to be very careful who you align to. Ask who 

truly wants independence and sovereignty for Ireland, who truly has policies for that sovereignty of 

Ireland.  Do not be used or misled. 

It is no surprise then that CABHAIR aligned POWs were targets for the bully boys of these 

manipulators.  There is a very real agenda, crucial to the success of normalisation, which is to destroy 

a Movement whose continuity stretches back to the Steps of the GPO in 1916 and beyond.  The 22 

martyred who sacrificed all in the prisons died for Political Status, a Political cause for the unification 

of and freedom of Ireland, nothing short of. 

At the end of next year and coming into the beginning of 2019 Republicans will mark the centenary of 

the First Dáil and this provides many positives for Republicans to advance the cause of Irish unity in 

such a way that we place the crucial issue of sovereignty back on the national agenda. 



The current centralised system of governance with its roots in the British parliamentary system does 

not serve the needs of Irish society, we here in 2017 witness the demise of rural and Gaeltacht regions, 

we witness a massive housing shortage underpinned by poverty and homelessness, an inept 

healthcare system which exploits the most vulnerable in society by charging them for their illness.  

Regional development of towns and rural villages is dire.  The 1938 updated Free State constitution 

enshrines the development of private enterprise and sells of the nation’s national and natural 

resources, ironically, not even to the highest bidder.   

Corruption runs rampant in our society, Irish Republicans, Socialists, as Revolutionary Federalists too, 

must drive forward with our vision for a New Ireland as enshrined in Éire Nua.  We have the blueprint, 

now we need the plan.  At a National level, yes we need men and women elected on the bases of 

abstentionism, we need them to subvert legitimacy away from the 26 and 6 county States which only 

serve external imperial interests.  One abstentionism TD is a weapon against the status quo.  It was on 

this bases the First Dáil was established, our TDs knew the futility of Westminster, and it was not and 

is not wanted in Ireland. 

Irish citizens need to organise at a local level, communities must pull together, again Éire Nua 

addresses this under Community Councils, again this can subvert the decision making process away 

from the Paritionist institution’s placing greater power into the hands of the people, the working class 

have to be the guarantors of their own future.  

A discussion needs to be had around revolutionary ideas, but actions are more important around 

implementation and solidification, and indeed co-operation between progressive sections of society.  

Some platform needs to be devised to make this happen.  Towards a Peaceful Ireland, speaks of a 

Constituent Assembly, a legal framework pending a British intent to withdraw, we are a bit away from 

that, but that is the objective, Éire Nua would be the outcome. 

With the uncertainties of “Brexit”, the collapse of Stormont, the possibility of a so-called hard border.  

These are difficulties for England.  We all know the saying.  England’s difficulty is Ireland’s opportunity.  

The two prongs of Irish Republican Resistance are going nowhere.   

In the meantime, Republicans have a battle on many fronts, to organise, to agitate and to build, state 

repression and censorship are at levels which expose the states fear of the Revolutionary Republican 

message.  Consistency in opposition is the key. 

Next month Republican Sinn Féin will commemorate the first of the 22 Hunger Strike Martyrs, Thomas 

Ash, with a seminar in Dublin and a Commemoration in County Longford.  All are welcome. 

“Everyone, Republican or otherwise has their own particular part to play. No part is too great or too 

small, no one is too old or too young to do something.” – Bobby Sands TD 

I wish to thank you all for your time, to the families of the Hunger Strikers, you bare the greatest cross, 

yet be proud for the legacy of the brave men of the I.R.A. and I.N.L.A. who gave all for Ireland is what 

keeps our Nation alive, that is what inspires us still in 2017, their legacy will make Ireland free again. 

Leanúnachas Abú, comrades! 

Long live the Republic. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 



 

Fuair siad bás ar son Saoirse na hÉireann 


