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POBLACHT NA H-ÉIREANN
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT

OF THE
IRISH REPUBLIC

TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND
IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN: In the name of God and of the dead generations from which she 

receives her old tradition of nationhood, Ireland, through us summons her children to her flag and 
strikes for her freedom.

Having organised and trained her manhood through her secret revolutionary organisation, the 
Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military organisations, the Irish Volunteers 
and the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently perfected her discipline, having resolutely waited for the 
right moment to reveal itself, she now seizes that moment, and supported by her exiled children in 
America and by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the first on her own strength, she strikes in full 
confidence of victory.

We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to the unfettered 
control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible. The long usurpation of that right by a 
foreign people and government has not extinguished the right, nor can it ever be extinguished ex-
cept by the destruction of the Irish people. In every generation the Irish people have asserted their 
right to national freedom and sovereignty; six times during the past three hundred years they have 
asserted it in arms. Standing on that fundamental right and again asserting it in arms in the face of 
the world, we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as a Sovereign Independent State, and we pledge 
our lives and the lives of our comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom, of its welfare, and of its 
exaltation among the nations.

The Irish Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegiance of every Irishman and Irish-
woman. The Irish Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty, equal rights and equal opportunities 
to all its citizens, and declares its resolve to pursue the happiness and prosperity of the whole nation 
and all of its parts, cherishing all the children of the nation equally, and oblivious of the differences 
carefully fostered by an alien Government, which have divided a minority from the majority in the 
past.

Until our arms have brought the opportune moment for the establishment of a permanent National 
Government, representative of the whole people of Ireland and elected by the suffrages of all her 
men and women, the Provisional Government, hereby constituted, will administer the civil and mili-
tary affairs of the Republic in trust for the people.

We place the cause of the Irish Republic under the protection of the Most High God, Whose 
blessing we invoke upon our arms, and we pray that no one who serves that cause will dishonour 
it by cowardice, inhumanity, or rapine. In this supreme hour the Irish Nation must, by its valour and 
discipline and the readiness of its children to sacrifice themselves for the common good, prove itself 
worthy of the august destiny to which it is called.

Signed on behalf of the Provisional Government

  Tomás Ó Cléirigh
  Seán Mac Diarmada Tomás Mac Donncha
  Pádraig Mac Piarais Seosamh Pluincéad
  Séamas Ó Conghaile Eamonn Ceannt
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MESSAGE TO THE FREE NATIONS OF THE WORLD
Issued at the first meeting of the first (All-Ireland) Dáil Éireann January 21, 1919.

To the Nations of the World—Greeting

The Nation of Ireland having proclaimed 
her national independence, calls, through 
her elected representatives in Parliament as-
sembled in the Irish Capital on January 21st, 
1919, upon every free nation to support the 
Irish Republic by recognising Ireland’s nation-
al status and her right to its vindication at the 
Peace Congress.

Naturally, the race, the language, the cus-
toms and traditions of Ireland are radically 
distinct from the English. Ireland is one of the most ancient nations in Europe, and she 
has preserved her national integrity, vigorous and intact, through seven centuries of foreign 
oppression; she has never relinquished her national rights, and throughout the long era of 
English usurpation she has in every generation defiantly proclaimed her inalienable right of 
nationhood down to her last glorious resort to arms in 1916.

Internationally, Ireland is the gateway to the Atlantic; Ireland is the last outpost of Europe 
towards the West; Ireland is the point upon which great trade routes between East and West 
converge; her independence is demanded by the Freedom of the Seas; her great harbours 
must be open to all nations, instead of being the monopoly of England. To-day these har-
bours are empty and idle solely because English policy is determined to retain Ireland as 
a barren bulwark for English aggrandisement, and the unique geographical position of this 
island, far from being a benefit and safeguard to Europe and America, is subjected to the 
purposes of England’s policy of world domination.

Ireland to-day reasserts her historic nationhood the more confidently before the new world 
emerging from the war, because she believes in freedom and justice as the fundamental 
principles of international law; because she believes in a frank co-operation between the 
peoples for equal rights against the vested privileges of ancient tyrannies; because the per-
manent peace of Europe can never be secured by perpetuating military dominion for the 
profit of empire but only by establishing the control of government in every land upon the 
basis of the free will of a free people, and the existing state of war, between Ireland and 
England, can never be ended until Ireland is definitely evacuated by the armed forces of 
England.

For these among other reasons, Ireland—resolutely and irrevocably determined at the 
dawn of the promised era of self-determination and liberty that she will suffer foreign domin-
ion no longer—calls upon every free nation to uphold her national claim to complete inde-
pendence as an Irish Republic against the arrogant pretensions of England founded in fraud 
and sustained only by an overwhelming military occupation, and demands to be confronted 
publicly with England at the Congress of the Nations, that the civilised world having judged 
between English wrong and Irish right may guarantee to Ireland its permanent support for 
the maintenance of her national independence.
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
Issued at the first meeting of the first (All-Ireland) Dáil Éireann January 21, 1919.

Whereas the Irish People is by right a free people:

And Whereas for seven hundred years the Irish people has never ceased to repudiate and 
has repeatedly protested in arms against foreign usurpation.

And Whereas English rule in this country is, and always has been, based upon force and 
fraud and maintained by military occupation agaihst the declared will of the people:

And Whereas the Irish Republic was proclaimed in Dublin on Easter Monday, 1916, by the 
Irish Republican Army acting on behalf of the Irish people:

And Whereas the Irish people is resolved to secure and maintain its complete independ-
ence in order to promote the common weal, to re-establish justice, to provide for future 
defence, to insure peace at home and goodwill with all nations and to constitute a national 
policy based upon the people’s will with equal right and equal opportumity for every citizen:

And Whereas at the threshold of a new era in history the Irish electorate has in the Gen-
eral Election of December, 1918, seized the first occasion to declare by an overwhelming 
majority its firm allegiance to the Irish Republic:

Now, therefore, we, the elected Representatives of the ancient Irish people in National 
Parliament assembled, do, in the name of the Irish nation, ratify the establishment of the Irish 
Republic and pledge ourselves and our people to make this declaration effective by every 
means at our command:

We ordain that the elected Representativves of the Irish people alone have power to make 
laws binding on the people of Ireland, and that the Irish parliament is the only parliament to 
which that people will give its allegiance:

We solemnly declare foreign government in Ireland to be an invasion of our national right 
which we will never tolerate, and we demand the evacutaion of our country by the English 
Garrison:

We claim for our national independence the recognition and support of every free nation 
in the world, and we proclaim that independence to be a condition precedent to international 
peace hereafter

In the name of the Irish people we humbly commit our destiny to Almighty God who gave 
our fathers the courage and determination to perservere through long centiuries of a ruthless 
tyranny, and strong in the justice of the cause which they have handed down to us, we ask 
His divine blessing on this the last stage of the struggle we have pledged ourselves to carry 
through to Freedom.
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DEMOCRATIC PROGRAMME OF DáIL ÉIREANN 1919
Issued at the first meeting of the first (All-Ireland) Dáil Éireann January 21, 1919.

We declare in the words of the Irish Republican Proclamation the right of the people of Ireland to 
the ownership of Ireland, and to the unfettered control of Irish destinies to be indefeasible, and in 
the language of our first President. Pádraíg Mac Phiarais, we declare that the Nation’s sovereignty 
extends not only to all men and women of the Nation, but to all its material possessions, the Nation’s 
soil and all its resources, all the wealth and all the wealth-producing processes within the Nation, 
and with him we reaffirm that all right to private property must be subordinated to the public right 
and welfare.

We declare that we desire our country to be ruled in accordance with the principles of Liberty, 
Equality, and Justice for all, which alone can secure permanence of Government in the willing ad-
hesion of the people.

We affirm the duty of every man and woman to give allegiance and service to the Commonwealth, 
and declare it is the duty of the Nation to assure that every citizen shall have opportunity to spend 
his or her strength and faculties in the service of the people. In return for willing service, we, in the 
name of the Republic, declare the right of every citizen to an adequate share of the produce of the 
Nation’s labour.

It shall be the first duty of the Government of the Republic to make provision for the physical, 
mental and spiritual well-being of the children, to secure that no child shall suffer hunger or cold from 
lack of food, clothing, or shelter, but that all shall be provided with the means and facilities requisite 
for their proper education and training as Citizens of a Free and Gaelic Ireland.

The Irish Republic fully realises the necessity of abolishing the present odious, degrading and 
foreign Poor Law System, substituting therefor a sympathetic native scheme for the care of the 
Nation’s aged and infirm, who shall not be regarded as a burden, but rather entitled to the Nation’s 
gratitude and consideration. Likewise it shall be the duty of the Republic to take such measures as 
will safeguard the health of the people and ensure the physical as well as the moral well-being of 
the Nation.

It shall be our duty to promote the development of the Nation’s resources, to increase the produc-
tivity of its soil, to exploit its mineral deposits, peat bogs, and fisheries, its waterways and harbours, 
in the interests and for the benefit of the Irish people.

It shall be the duty of the Republic to adopt all measures necessary for the recreation and invigor-
ation of our Industries, and to ensure their being developed on the most beneficial and progressive 
co-operative and industrial lines. With the adoption of an extensive Irish Consular Service, trade with 
foreign Nations shall be revived on terms of mutual advantage and goodwill, and while undertaking 
the organisation of the Nation’s trade, import and export, it shall be the duty of the Republic to pre-
vent the shipment from Ireland of food and other necessaries until the wants of the Irish people are 
fully satisfied and the future provided for.

It shall also devolve upon the National Government to seek co-operation of the Governments of 
other countries in determining a standard of Social and Industrial Legislation with a view to a general 
and lasting improvement in the conditions under which the working classes live and labour.


